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Ready, Set, Go: 
Crafting Joint Use Agreementsg g

Karla Hampton, JD
5th Biennial Childhood Obesity Pre-Conference Session

Opening Up Our Schools with Joint Use Agreements 
Practical and Legal Issues
June 9, 2009

www.nplanonline.org

The problem…
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Creating Opportunities for 
Exercise and Play

Joint Use Agreements

A formal contractual agreement between 
two separate government entities setting 
forth the terms and conditions for shared 
use of public property or facilities.

Where?
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Successful Strategies

Have a vision
Be leaders
Start small
Cultivate 
relationships/trust
Be detail-oriented
Build in dispute 
resolution

Engage community 
residents, youth and 

other key stakeholders in 
a dialogue about access 

to places for physical 
activity – have them 

share their priorities 

Removing the legal barriers
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Legal Research
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There are real problems

Be aware of MOLOS and deal with it 
in the agreement

Maintenance
Operations
LiabilityLiability 
Ownership 
Scheduling

Balancing competing needs

Unmet recreation      
needs    
Accessibility
Community  
engagement

Sustainability
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Cultivate and maintain relationships! 

Pay attention to the “key” people in the process 
Custodian
Principal
Superintendent
Coaches / Teachers

Unlock the gates 
(outdoor facilities)

(School) (City)
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Partnership with
the City

(indoor and 
outdoor facilities)

(School) (City)

Partnership with Non-Profit Organizations 
(indoor and outdoor facilities)

(School) (Non-Profit)

Partnership with Non-Profit Organizations 
(reciprocal access)

(City) (School)
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Current Model Policies

Joint use agreements
Healthy beverage vending
Menu labeling
Community gardens
Farmers markets
School district advertising policies
Child care physical activity standards

www.nplanonline.org 
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Karla Hampton
Staff Attorney

510-302-3375
khampton@phlpnet.org
www.nplanonline.org

Robert Olgilvie
Program Director

510-302-3352
rolgilvie@phlpnet.org
www.healthyplanning.org

Breakout Session Instructions 

See handouts
Make It Work: Joint Use Agreement Problem 
Solving (blue)

Activity instructions (yellow)

Each table break into three groups
School district 

City parks and recreation 

Non-profit organization

Breakout Session Goals 

Provide recommendations for following issues
Scope of joint use agreement

Liability

Maintenance

Scheduling

Staffing

Report back to group


