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OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview

 What is a sustainable food system?What is a sustainable food system?
 Why interest in sustainable food?Why interest in sustainable food? Why interest in sustainable food?Why interest in sustainable food?
 Food security & sustainable food systemsFood security & sustainable food systems

I i t/ l iti (St hli )I i t/ l iti (St hli )–– Immigrant/ rural communities (Strochlic)Immigrant/ rural communities (Strochlic)
–– Urban communities (Jones)Urban communities (Jones)

 Engaging communities in local policyEngaging communities in local policy
 Roles for nutrition/public health Roles for nutrition/public health 

professionalsprofessionals
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Why is there growing interest Why is there growing interest y g gy g g
in sustainable food systems?in sustainable food systems?

 Trends in our current food systemTrends in our current food system
N i d l dd iN i d l dd i–– New strategies, models address negative New strategies, models address negative 
consequences of our current food systemconsequences of our current food system
C iti l ki f l tiC iti l ki f l ti–– Communities are looking for solutionsCommunities are looking for solutions



Food & Agriculture:Food & Agriculture:

Three major trendsThree major trends

IndustrializationIndustrialization
GlobalizationGlobalization

Economic concentrationEconomic concentrationEconomic concentrationEconomic concentration







Percent Change in California Farms and Sales by Sales 
Class, 1997-2002
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Economic ConsolidationEconomic ConsolidationEconomic ConsolidationEconomic Consolidation

5 firms: dominate genetics5 firms: dominate genetics
9 fi ll 90% f ti id9 fi ll 90% f ti id9 firms: sell 90% of pesticides9 firms: sell 90% of pesticides
4 firms: slaughter 80% of cattle4 firms: slaughter 80% of cattle4 firms: slaughter 80% of cattle4 firms: slaughter 80% of cattle
55--6 retailing firms: ~ 50% sales6 retailing firms: ~ 50% sales
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 Crisis in human healthCrisis in human health
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Urbanization: Land use year 2100Urbanization: Land use year 2100



The ConsequencesThe ConsequencesThe ConsequencesThe Consequences

 Crisis in human healthCrisis in human health
 Concerns about social justiceConcerns about social justice Concerns about social justiceConcerns about social justice
 Limits to natural resourcesLimits to natural resources

––LandLand
WaterWater––WaterWater

 Energy/ carbon emissionsEnergy/ carbon emissions





10 l i f f il f l10 l i f f il f l10 calories of fossil fuel energy10 calories of fossil fuel energy
forfor

1 calorie of food energy1 calorie of food energy



Refocus attention onRefocus attention onRefocus attention on…Refocus attention on…

 Food production systemsFood production systems
 Distribution systemsDistribution systems Distribution systemsDistribution systems
 Consumption patternsConsumption patterns




