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Inter na tional Inquir er
My First Year in Sacramento

I have been here for one year and I’ve lived in
many different situations.  First of all, in the very
beginning of my stay here, I felt a little afraid of
everything because everything was new for me.  In
other words, I didn’t know if I would adjust easily to
my new life here.  But my biggest fear was the
language.  I was really worried that I would be unable
to understand or express myself correctly.

My first challenge when I moved into the dorms
of the campus was really hard because I had to share
my room with somebody who I had never met before,
and I had many expectations about it.  However, I was
thankful because she was a good roommate; she tried to
help me and show me how to help myself in the
dorms.  I really appreciated what she did for me.
Simultaneously I was attending my English classes at
the ELI.  I started to make friends and feel more
comfortable little by little.  However, sometimes I felt
desperate about being far from home, and I wanted to
quit everything and go back home.  Every time that I
felt sad, I just thought about the effort that my dad is
making for me to have this opportunity.

After two months, I decided to move out from the
dorms and find another place to live.  I found an
apartment close by Sac State.  That made me feel even
more confident and comfortable, and I started to like
living here (but I still think that Sacramento is boring).
After six months, I moved again because my roommate
at that time had to leave Sacramento.  At the same time
I met Nattaya and we decided to be roommates, but in
another apartment.  So I’m very lucky because she is
really nice and we live in peace and harmony.  I’m so
glad to be here because I met many good friends (some
of them already left) and good teachers.  I like the
environment and I really want to focus on my future as
a professional.

Throughout this year, I’ve learned a lot.  I
improved my English, and I’m still working on it, but
I’ve also grown in my personal life.  I had to go
through many experiences such as how to live by
myself, how to deal with different
situations, and how to manage my
life and behave outside of my
hometown.  Also, I’ve learned how
to move out and move in.  Any-
way, everything—even the bad
experiences, makes me strong, and I
want to keep going.  Now it is time
to make a change again in my life, and I am ready to
take a chance to get a master’s degree.  Maybe this is
going to be my last session at ELI, but I am satisfied
with everything that I have done (except for those
times that I was late or absent).  Finally, I would like to
thank the teachers and anyone who appreciated and
helped me in any way, and for those who made my life
happier.

by Marcela Castillo (Lev. 7)

Life Purpose
I’ve never believed that I’d have a chance to study

in the U.S.A.  I’ve never dreamed about that because it
is too difficult to study abroad—especially here in the
most beautiful and developed country in the world.  I
am deeply grateful to my parents because they gave me
this chance.

In the US there are a lot of things to do even if
you are studying in a college.  You have plenty of time
to have fun.  You know teenagers—that is the most
important thing that they want. Even so, if you are an
assertive person and confident about yourself, you will
try to do whatever you need to do to get a good
education.  Having fun is good, but in the future you
must make money to live and support your family.  So
my plan for the future depends on me and my
commitments.  First of all, I must pass the TOEFL and
get 530-560 points to continue my education in a
university or college.  This will give me the time to
carry on my future projects and of course, it helps me
get knowledge for myself.  Actually, I am gearing up
for the theoretical part of my project, but I don’t have
enough knowledge to do the practical part, so I need

the resources of ideas.  Because of that, I
need a college degree.  Afterwards, I need
a doctorate degree because it could give
me a well-paying job and some money
that I could use to build my own lab.  Of
course, I know that to reach what I want
would be tough and not simple, but

nobody said that life is simple and easy, especially in
the dog-eat-dog world.

My conclusion is that you can reach everything
you want to, and should not give up; you need to keep
trying no matter how hard it can be.  Most impor-
tantly, you need to know that time is a valuable
thing—watch it fly.  As the pendulum swings, the
clock ticks life away, and for that reason you should do
your best.  At the end of your life you’ll want to look
back and see that you have lived and done good and
useful things for your grandchildren.

By Anton Kazimov (Lev. 7)

Spring #1 TOEFL Scores Are Up
Seventeen students came to Napa Hall at 9:00

a.m. on March 12 and took the quarterly ELI-
administered TOEFL exam.  All repeating ELI
test-takers improved their TOEFL scores by a
minimum of ten points over previous tests.  One
student improved his score by 57 points-- up near
the US graduate school acceptance level of 550.
Two other students scored in the grad school
range, and  six students scored above or near the
US university acceptance level of 510.  Congratu-
lations to all of the test takers!

The next TOEFL exam is scheduled for
Friday, May 28.  Sign up early-- see ELI instruc-
tor Laura Murphy.
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N: What’s your name?
M: Laura Camilo
N: Where are you from?
M: Lisbon, Portugal
N: Could you tell me about your country?
M: It’s very pretty, close to the ocean, and has beautiful people.
N: What do you like the best about your country?
M: I think the weather is not too hot and not too cold.
N: How long have you been in the U.S.?
M: I’ve been here for twenty three years.
N: What do you like the best about living in the U.S.?
M: Having more money.
N: Did you have some problems studying English?
M: Yes, I did.  The biggest problem is pronunciation.

Interview With Laura Camilo
By Nanako Yano (Lev. 7)
(Laura, a College of Contiuing
Education employee, works at the
Front Desk in Napa Hall.)

N: Could you give ELI students some
advice for studying English?.

M: Stay at Napa Hall and study hard.
N: Do you like working at Napa Hall?

Why?
M: Yes, I do.  Because I like talking to

people like students and visitors.
N: What do you recommend for ELI

students to do during the time
they are here?

M: First of all, learn English.  Second, go out and visit beautiful
places.

N: Are you living with your family?
M: I’m living with my husband and son (21 years old).
N: What was your dream when you were twenty years old?
M: To have a lot of money, shop a lot, and travel.
N: Do you think you have already reached your dream?  Why?
M: Kind of-- 75%.
N: Could you give me a message for the ELI students?
M: Study hard!

Interviewer Nanako with Laura

SPRING #1 OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD WINNERS
From left: Hyon Joon Hong (Lev. 5), Nanako Yano (Lev. 7), Ching Yi Chen (Doris) (Lev.
6), Fernando Morales (Lev.3)

SPRING #1 COMPUTER LAB AWARD WINNERS
From left: Lester Montes (Lev. 5 High Average Score-tie), Hyon Joon Hong (Lev. 5 High
Average Score-tie), Robert Sorogane (Best Newsletter Article),  Fernando Morales (Lev.3
High Average Score), Yuichi Shibamoto (Lev. 7 High Average Score), MISSING: Diana
Diaz (Lev. 6 High Average Score)

End-of-Session Party
Manuela provided an appetizing spread of pizza, cake and

cookies, and students presented each other with certificates at the
Spring #1 ‘04 End-of-Session Party on March 12.  For a few students,
the party was their last time together with their friends, classmates and
teachers.  We will all miss those who moved on after completing Spring
Session #1, These include Yuichi Shibamoto, Chiharu Takahachi, Seo
Young Jeon, and Hyun Ai Hong (Mary).

In addition to Level Completion Certificates, awards for Top
Students in each level were presented.  Fernando Morales won for
Level 3, Hyon Joon Hong for Level 5, Ching Yi Chen for Level 6, and
Nanako Yano for Level 7.

Computer Lab Awards and prizes were given to students with
high average quiz and article writing scores for each level.  Fernando
Morales won for Level 3 with an average score of 22 out of 25.  Lester
Montes and Hyon Joon Hong actually tied with 23.67 scores in Level
5.  Diana Diaz surpassed the 25 point standard with high marks and
bonus work, raising her score to 25.25 to top Level 6 students.
Finally, Yuichi Shibamoto scored a 22.17 average to win the Level 7
prize.  Best Newsletter Article Award was won by Robert Sorogane
for his article Friendhip and Money, printed in the March ‘04
International Inquirer.

Chiharu Takahashi says a few words before presenting Seung Su
Hong with his certificate.

There was a lot of applause at the End-of-Session Party



THE ROVING
REPORTER

by Fernando
Morales

Your Roving
Reporter

Question:
If you could do something different with
your life, what would it be?
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Connie (L5): I would like to travel
around Europe.

A Time to Celebrate
As a child, the Easter Holiday meant not only

seeing relatives, including my grandmother who was
always so funny, but also wearing dressy clothes
when I did not care to, having a fancy dinner of
which I ate little because of being a picky eater, and
the COMING of spring.  The spring season is much

anticipated in Massachusetts (where I am from) because of its very
long and cold winters.  Spring in April meant enjoying the outdoors
even with the brown grass, no leaves on the trees, and the tempera-
ture being around 50 degrees.  It was a time to run around and smell
the spring air when one could not see signs of it.  Even if it happened

to snow on Easter, it was still an indication that spring was almost
here and, therefore, a time to celebrate.

Easter is special for me this year because my mother is coming
to celebrate with us.  Although I do not feel any change of season
because of California being much warmer than Massachusetts, I am
still excited about all the things I can do in the warmer months such as
swimming and boating.  In addition, I am relieved because I do not
have to wear dressy clothes, and I can have a nice dinner eating what I
want.  However, it will also be bittersweet since the last time my
mother came for Easter was five years ago with my father who has
since passed away.  In spite of this, it will be a time to celebrate life
now as well as a time to remember the sweet memories.
                                                   By Laura Murphy (ELI Instructor)

Yu Pei (L6): I want to try to jump out
of a plane with a parachute.

Koichiro (L6): I would like to visit
everywhere in the world in five years.

Estefania (L6): I hope to learn five
languages--English, French, Italian,
Japanese, and Portuguese.  Maybe the
next year I will go to France.

Marcela (L7): I would like to travel
around the world and meet a lot of
new friends.

Lester (L6): I would have like to learn
English since I was a child.  Now when
I try to learn English, it is difficult for
me.

Nanako (L7): I want to go to France
to study about art.

Doris (L7): I would like to live in
Taipei in a brand new house--alone.

Mike (Instructor): I would have gone
to law school, and I would have
become a lawyer.

Nobuo (L4): I would make a hole to
try to find gold in a good place for
doing this.

Robert (L4): I like travel.  If I could
do something different, I would like to
go to the Pacific in a boat and get
married here.

Joo Ho (L4): If I could do something
different, I would study to be a
mechanic because I like cars, and the
mechanic’s salary is good.

Jonson (Instructor): I would like to
teach our students full time.

Norma (L5): I liked when I was a
child.  I would try to go back to my
childhood years.



p4

Happy Memories
Do you remember when you were the most happy?  Of course, I

remember.  The time that made me happy (and so far, I have not
forgotten) was life in my university.  Even if I sometimes had a hard
time, now I remember only happy events, or rather I might have
embellished bad events to good memories.  I love my school, my
friends, and my recollections.  I would like to tell about one of my
recollections I cannot forget.

First of all, I have a memory about my
club—CHOICE.  CHOICE was for things like
making a movie as well as watching a movie.
Therefore, we used to go a theater frequently.  We
also made a movie one time a year.  When I was in
first grade, we decided to make a horror movie; in
fact, our movies were almost all horror movies.  As soon as the
summer vacation started, we left to a country house to film.  It was
really a desolate place.  Nowhere is better than there to film our horror
movie successfully.  We slept in the morning and we got up late

afternoon because we needed to be in the dark.
In addition, we needed much stuff and we had to
make some stuff.  For example, on account that
our main story was murderous events, we had to
get something important like blood.  Thereupon,
we made blood with some millet jelly and red and
black dye-ware.  Also, we were bound by a
string to a tree—courage training to act with
feeling.  A party happened after all the processes
finished.  It was absolutely interesting for us.
We also felt deep friendship between members of

the club.  This experience never will be erased in my memory or in my
friends’ memories.

Second, another reason that I was made happy is because of a
person who was one of many friends.  When I saw him for the first
time, I thought that he was so characteristic.  That’s why he, who is
my senior, had a mustache, short hair, and he shaved the back side of
the hair of his head like an eye of a cat.  Nevertheless, I began to like
him.  Although he regards me as just a friend,
we became intimate with each other before
long.  He was always nearby me.  If we went
somewhere, he would be in the same space
with me without intending.  If we had a
festival at the university, he would join to
play by me without intending.  He was a very
nice guy for me.  He also was a free person.  I
had liked his weakness behind his strength,
his innocence behind his dissipation.  I
wanted to resemble his responsibility, temperance, and effort to do
something he wants.  In this way, his many points had influence on
me.  Now I thank him for the good effect and the many interesting
memories he has given to me.

The last, I remember my achievement in school work.  I tend to do
something only when I would like to.  Since I had little interest for my
studies, I was not able to study hard.  However, after some impact on
me, I thought not to do like this.  By stimulating my spirit of accom-
plishment, I studied and I felt interest on subjects of my major.  At the
end of the second semester, I got a grade much better than the grade of
the last semester.  I realized keenly how important the effort is.  Even
though I can not remember all of them I have learned, I am satisfied
with having improved my ability despite being just a little improve-
ment.

For two years in my university, I had learned, seen, and felt many
things.  For that reasons, my life in my university has made me so
happy and helped me to advance more good as a person.  My
memories of my university must be cherished because I could never go
back to that time.

By Mee Soo Jung (Lev. 6)

Finding Myself
These days, I am finding myself.  It might sound funny, but I am

serious.  I did not know where I was or what I was doing.  I have a
pretty high I.Q., but that was a big problem for me.  I was able to do
anything that I wanted, even though I had shorter time than other
people did.

Actually, it was an illusion.  “If I do something, I can do it much
better than you.”  Well, it could have been true, but I didn’t do
anything to develop my life.  I drank five to six times a week.  I
smoked two cigarette packs a day.  It seemed like I lived in a billiard
hall.  I woke up around 5:00 pm and went to sleep around 6:00 am.  I
met many girls every night.  Meanwhile, people around me did
everything that they could possibly do, and they are starting to settle
down to a better life now.  My brain, which has a very high I.Q., was
just one stone which is not useful anywhere.  I, who have that kind of
brain, was just garbage that cannot even be recycled.

There are many reasons that have changed my mind—my family,
wise advise from friends, etc.  Don’t say ‘Congratulations’ to me yet.
I am still finding myself.  Also, I still believe “If I do something, I can
do it much better than you.”  I decided to use my I.Q. for my life.  I
know that I must run faster.  Please say ‘Good luck’ to me.  Thank
you.

By Hyon-Joon Hong (Lev. 6)

My Level 6 Class

Hyon Joon He is like a father
in our class.  He is
silent and serious.
Many classmates
ask him for infor-
mation and believe
his answers.

Seung Su When everyone said that he’s a crazy boy, I
couldn’t understand.  However, I know that reason
now.  He has unique thinking and likes kidding
someone.

Jo She’s a generous person.  She always smiles.
Maybe her children and husband are also good
people like her.  She doesn’t look like a married
woman.

Yu Pei I like her and I think she also likes me.  At first, I
didn’t know she was Chinese.  I thought she was a
Korean.  She’s so funny and kind.

Gang Xu He has a pure and simple heart.  When he smiles, he
looks like a child.

Lester He’s a very shy boy.  Every morning, he goes to
school early and studies very hard.

Mee So She’s so cute and has a warm heart.  She helps her
uncle, so I think she’s a good girl.

Koichiro He is a kind person.  He is trying to quit smoking.  I
think that is good thinking.

Estefania She’s a nineteen-year-old girl, but I thought she was
older than me.  I think she’s beautiful, and envy her
height.

Min Woo He is older than me and a good advisor to me.  He
stayed in San Francisco for several months and has
plans to go to New York next term.  His attractive
point is that he has no attractive point.

Hyoung Yun He can speak like a churchman.  His voice is very
loud, so we can hear him anywhere.  Sometimes he
is cross with me, but he is not a bad guy.

   by Hyo Yeon, Lee (Lev. 6)
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Living Situation
When I arrived in America, my friend, her son and I rented an

apartment near the Napa Hall.  This was my first time living without
my family so there were a lot of things to learn.  Everything had to be
decided on my own—such as buying my own furniture, opening my
bank account, etc.  In my opinion, language is the main problem
because some salesmen spoke too fast, and some words I cannot
understand.  So in that time I made a lot of jokes and felt frustrated.  I
think I am still a lucky person because I have friends here, and I do not
have to worry about the cooking which is the most difficult thing for
me.  My friend, she cooks simple Chinese food that is nutritious for
her son and me.  We lived in the rental apartment, and people who live
there mostly are students, so it is a simple place to live.  That’s why
my friend chose that place to live.  But there still were things that
bothered me.  Every weekend you can hear very noisy music at night,
and you have to use the public washing machines.  That was not
convenient for me.       

As spring came, we had a chance to move.  My friend’s sister
bought a new house and she asked us if we want to live with her.  So
we moved into a new house, but it is not really new because it is a
thirty-year old house.  It seems like I really live in an American style
house that has a yard and garage even if I don’t use them very often.
And the most important thing is that it is very quiet in there.  I don’t
have to worry if someone will interrupt my sleeping because I am not
an easy to sleep person.  And my friend has a dog that is cute and
smart. He has good manners and he knows a lot of tricks which make
me laugh.  So far I enjoy my life in a new house.

by Ching yi Chien (Doris) Lev. 7

Improving English
It is first time to learn in an ESL program for me, so I can’t tell

how good or how bad that there are people who are from same
country.  In the ESL program at CSUS, there are many Koreans
including me. I think it is not good for Koreans.  When I came here on
the first day, I tried to speak in English so I talked with Cho in English,
even though we both are Korean.  But the next day, I started speaking
in Korean, and now I speak Korean with all Koreans.  I just use
English to people who are from other countries.  I have four things to
do for my English.  I experienced these when I was in America for

middle school.  I think these are basic things
and important.

First, I know that it is hard for me to
speak in English to Korean people, but if I
want to improve my English skill, I need to
speak in English to everyone.  I lived in
Korea for eighteen years so I guess I can’t
forget Korean.  Therefore, I will try to use
English at home, too.

Second, writing a diary everyday in
English is good.  Since I was fifteen years old, I have been writing a
diary in English, and that really helped me to improve my English.
When I read what I wrote in the beginning, sometimes I can’t under-
stand it and I can recognize that my English has gotten better.

Third, make friends with those whose first language is English.
Write letters to them and tell them to correct the grammar in your
letter—then they will do it for you.  Talk to them as many times as
you can so you can learn colloquialisms.

Finally, when you read books or newspapers, read aloud.  That
can help you with many things— vocabulary, grammar, idioms, etc.
          I know it is hard for ESL people to speak in English, but we
have to try.  Then we will recognize that our English skill is improving.
Don’t be afraid to speak!!!

by Yenee Oh (Level 5)

Trip to Vancouver,
Canada

I would like to write about my
travels in Canada.  I went to
Canada during spring vacation.
First, my friend Yoo-ra went to
Vancouver, Canada, and then I
went after five days.  Her sister
is studying there.  Her name is
Yoo ree Shim.  Also, there

mother came to Canada because she wanted to see her daughters.  Do
you know that Yoora and I were a couple?  Her mother had never seen
me; she just knew my voice by telephone, so she invited me too.  I also
wanted to see her.

On the first day, when I arrived at the airport in Vancouver, I had
a problem.  At that time, an airport worker lost my baggage.  My
baggage might have been sent to another airport.  I was so tired and my
first feeling in Vancouver was not good.  However, when I saw Yoora
waiting in front of the gate, I changed my mind.

The first night, Yoora, her sister, her sister’s friend and I went
downtown and to the
beach in Vancouver.  It
was so great.  We could
see a lot of beautiful
buildings, ships and nature
harmonize with the city;
and many Asians live
there.  The second day,
Yoora, her mother and I
went to Stanley Park.  It
was so nice.  Stanley is
situated on the edge of
downtown.  However, I could see unpolluted water, air and forest in
Stanley Park.  We visited the Totem Pole.  It was so big and the pole
has various forms and many meanings.

On the third day, we went to Victoria Island.  We had to use a
ferry to go there.  It is like a big ship.  We drove from Vancouver to
Victoria in about two hours.  There are antique buildings, beautiful

nature, an admirable
museum, and the National
Assembly Building.  We
visited the Wax Museum
where there are people
who make famous people
into dolls.  The day after
our trip to Victoria we
went looking around
Vancouver and bought
something in the mall.

Finally, Vancouver
bears some feelings of an oriental town.  There are so many oriental
people in Vancouver, so it is different from Sacramento.  However, I
think that Sacramento is better than Vancouver because Sacramento has
nice weather, a lot of quiet places, and a clean environment.

By Kim Gun Ho (James) Lev. 7

Newsletter Production Staff- Vol. 3, Issue 3:
Writers/Reporters: Hyon-Joon, Anton, Seung Su, Norma, Gun Woo,
Marcela, Nanako, Fernando, Laura, Mee Soo, Hyo Yeon, Doris, Yenee,
James, Diana, Connie, Hyoung Yun, Yohei, Beyhan, Jo, Ah Young,
Koichiro
Other Contributors: Joe (Staff Ed.), students and staff who helped in
other ways.
All opinions expressed are those of individuals and do not represent an
opinion of ELI.

James on ferry to Victoria

James and Yoo Ra in front of totem poles

On Victoria Island
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Trip to the Snow
The couple that I am living with for this time invited me to visit

‘NorthStar’ on Saturday, April 3.  It is a ski area.  I was so excited that
day because I have never seen snow, and of course, I have never skied
either.

Finally, Saturday arrived!  We left Sacramento at 7:30 am.  I was
looking through my car window, and I had a great view of the land-

scape.  There were
many kinds of trees,
especially pine trees.
As we came near it,
my friend Teri
explained to me that
snow only got frozen
on the top of the
mountains because the
winter was over.
Some snow seemed
like it was petrified,
however, the
landscape was
beautiful.
When we arrived at

NorthStar, we got into

My Time in Ecuador
I went to Ecuador on March 6th, one week before the

end of the last session at ELI.  I went to my sister’s
wedding, but first of all I have to say that my sister went to
Germany more than one year ago because she wanted to
learn this difficult language.  Before that, she met a German
guy in Ecuador whom she fell in love with.  It took more
than one year to know each other and finally decide to get
married.  So, their resolution was that this important event
will take place in Riobamba Ecuador (my native city)
because almost all people that my sister knows are from
there, and some family and friends of her fiancé could go to
Ecuador.

I arrived in Ecuador and all my family were at the
airport to welcome me, it was really terrific because I could
see my niece, my nephew and my new niece who was born
when I was in the USA.  It was the first time I saw her, and
finally I saw my sister who I hadn’t seen for one year.  I
have a big family—we are four children.  My two brothers
are married; one has two daughters, and the other one has a
son.  I bought some presents for my family and we went to
my second brother’s home and I gave the presents.  My nephew
was one of the happiest because I gave him a sponge bob and he
loved it.  That night I slept too late because we were talking and
playing.  Next day my family prepared typical food for me, I enjoy
it a lot because it was a long time since I had that.

We had to do many things because the next Saturday was going
to be the wedding, and my sister had to prepare everything.  It was
a busy week but I tried to go out with my friends and have fun.  It
was good because I saw almost all my friends and we took pleasure
of that time together.  I had the opportunity to speak in English
because my brother in law’s friends went for the wedding, and there
were two who were from Germany and one from Australia.  They
spoke English and German, but they couldn’t speak Spanish, so I
was helpful.

In Ecuador we are used to doing a bachelorette party, and we
did it on Wednesday.  It was really fun because we played games
and we told comic stories about my sister.  I ate a large amount of

typical food those days and spent time visiting everybody that I
missed.   Finally, the expected day came, and we woke up early so
we could go to beauty salon because the wedding was going to start
at 11:30 am.  So, we got ready and went to the civil wedding.  My
sister and my brother in law looked very happy and we were too.  In
the afternoon the party started, it was a different wedding because
they mixed Ecuadorian and German customs. Thus we did varied
things that usually we don’t do.

The wedding was finished and I still had one week more in my
country, but at this time I had less worries and more time to enjoy
my time with my family.  I stayed all the time in Riobamba, but it
was closer to the day that I had to come back to US, so my family
made a good bye party for me in Quito (capital of Ecuador).  We ate
and played, and the next day my family took me to the airport.  It
was hard to say good bye, but I did and now I’m so happy because I
spent a beautiful time in my country.

By Diana Diaz (Lev.  7)

the gondola in order to reach the top.  When we got on I exclaimed,
“Oh my God!”  It was amazing!  There was also pretty music, a
cafeteria, many people skiing, others just taking sun, but over all—
snow, so much snow!  I couldn’t believe it.  I was there!  It was real!  I
didn’t ski because I can’t, and I think it is a little dangerous so I didn’t
take the risk.  It didn’t matter!  The most important thing is that I was
there!  I enjoyed everybody skiing, felt the sun’s caress, listened to the
music, and touched the snow.  I watched a little girl mold an enormous
cube of ice until she converted it into a funny snowman.  My friends
were skiing, but unfortunately, my friend’s husband fell down and
injured his back.  It hurt him a lot, so we decided to come back home.

We came back the other way so I could see Lake Tahoe, the Gold
Country, and its surroundings.  I have no words to describe the
wonderful and majestic nature—I could only think about God.  Only
he could give us that precious and valuable gift of nature.  I felt his
presence in everything that I looked at, and said to myself, “Thank
you God for nature, for friendship, for your love, and for bringing me
to enjoy this drive.”

Afterwards, we came to Placerville, walked on its streets, and had
dinner in an Italian restaurant.  The food was delicious.  After that, we
went on our way and arrived at home around 8:00 pm.  Absolutely,
that was a great day!

by Connie Sanchez (Lev. 5)

Diana (front, left) with wedding party in Riobamba, Ecuador

 

Map of Tahoe Area     NorthStar is located in the area of star
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Travel to San Francisco
I think that California is the best place to live.  It has not only

good weather but is also a beautiful place.  Especially, San Francisco
is the most beautiful and impressive city.  When I was in high school,
I saw a picture of Golden Gate Bridge.  It looked massive and
magnificent.  When I came to Sacramento, I prepared to travel to San
Francisco.  I called my friend in Chicago to travel with me.  So, one
fine day, my trip to San Francisco was started.  It took around 2
hours to get San Francisco.

I was very happy, delightful, and joyful on the way to San
Francisco because my friend and I could see a very beautiful and
shiny sea, and charming and pretty houses which come out of fairy
tale.  When we arrived in downtown San Francisco, I realized that San
Francisco was a clean and arranged city.  Moreover, San Francisco
was extremely impressive as a metropolitan city.  After taking some
pictures, we headed for Chinatown to eat something.

While walking in China town, I felt like being in China.  Many
Chinese restaurants, shops, and souvenir stores seemed to show
power of China.  The origin of Chinatown in San Francisco is from
Chinese people who mobilized in constructing the Golden Gate
Bridge.  While constructing the bridge, many Chinese people died.
After constructing the bridge, remnants who mobilized have lived
together.  It’s the beginning of Chinatown.
We found one restaurant with many waiting people.  We had to wait
30 minutes.  However, it was worthy to wait.  I’ve never eaten such a
delicious Chinese food.  After having lunch, we hung around
Chinatown and discovered an interesting thing.  I didn’t know there
were hills.  The streets are very steep.  To tell the truth, there are
many hills in San Francisco.

After getting out of
Chinatown, we headed to
the Golden Gate Bridge.  I
imagined the splendid
appearance of the Golden
Gate Bridge.  However, we
couldn’t see Golden Gate
Bridge well.  When I
reached it closely, it started
raining with fog.  It was
strange thing.  We just
passed it.  I had to complain about the weather.

Travel gives me a lot.  I can learn and experience many things.
My trip to San Francisco was fantastic except missing chance to see
the Golden Gate Bridge.  I wish I surely would see the bridge sooner
or later.  Sometimes I will have an opportunity to visit San Francisco.
However, this trip will remain on my memory forever.

By Hyoung Yun Kim (Lev. 6)

Three Thousand Miles in Seven Days
I went on a trip during Spring Break.  It’s my first time in the

USA.  Before starting the trip, I had many troubles, but it’s not
important for us.  I was very delighted.  The first day, after six and a
half hours of driving, I arrived in Los Angeles.  We went to Hollywood
and Santa Monica beach that night.

First of all, I’m very
disappointed about
Hollywood because it’s
very dirty.  I thought
that it would be a
beautiful and special
place.  The second day, I
went to Universal
Studio.  It is famous for
being the biggest movie
studio in LA, and there
are many things for
visitors.  For example,
there are many shows;
short movies like
Waterworld, Jurassic
Park, and so on.  They

introduced Hollywood movies through the movie and show.  I felt very
good about Universal Studio.  The third day, we went to Sea World in
San Diego.  There are many sea animals, and we met them through
shows.  Especially, the Shamu show and Dolphin show are the most
popular shows in Sea World—I thought the best.  If somebody sees
these shows, they would agree to my opinion.

After finishing inspection of Sea World, I went to Las Vegas with
my friend at night.  When I arrived there, it was almost 11:00 pm.  You
know that it is very late time, but Las Vegas is very fantastic and
beautiful.  I decided to go around Las Vegas Blvd. with my friend.  The
fourth day, I went to Hoover dam.  When America had a financial panic
in 1931, it was built.  It is on the border between Nevada and Arizona.
One people of our team took a picture ten times here, but nobody
knew about the reason.  At night, we looked around Las Vegas Blvd.  I
have thought that this city is the most brilliant in the world.  There are
many showy neon signs, people, and famous hotels.  When I entered a
hotel, I thought it was a paradise.  Each hotel has unique character.  For

example,
different
shows, special
interiors,
special events,
etc.

The fifth
day, we went
to Grand
Canyon.  It is
very far from
Las Vegas.
Although I

started there in the early morning, I arrived at Grand Canyon at noon.
So I don’t have enough time.  We went to South Rim at first because I
heard that this place is the most popular in Grand Canyon.  When I
arrived at there, it surprised me.  Its scale is very big.  Its style is very
unique.

The seventh day, we went to Lake Tahoe.  This is located in
between California and Nevada.  It is a very big lake—like a sea.  Its
landscape is very wonderful.  Lake Tahoe is at a stone’s throw from
Sacramento.  If you have a chance, you had better go there.  That is not
all—felt many things through this trip.  I store up this trip in my
memory, and I will never forget the friendship for seven days forever.

By Seung Su Hong (Lev.  6)

Friday, April 16:
10:00 am Workshop with Buddy on
Building Relationships
1:00 pm  Trip to Movie Theater ($6)
Friday, April 23:
10:00 am Workshop with Joe on Six Free, Fun
Things to do near Sac State
1:00 pm  Trip to Sacramento Zoo  ($6.75)
Friday, April 30:
10:00 am Workshop with Laura on Pronunciation
2:00- 4:30 pm  Paradise Island-- Miniature Golfing,
Bumper Boats & Indy Cars  $10.00

Other activities scheduled-- watch for fliers!!

 

IMPORTANT ELI DA TES

Seung Su at Sea World

Lester, Seung Su, Joo Ho, and Ah Young at the Grand Canyon



A Sports Paradise
Most people exercise for their health, but

also like to play sports.  I love sports too.  I
get rid of stress which is built up in my daily
life by playing sports.  Also, it is really fun.  These
are reasons why I love sports.  I have experienced many
kinds of sports continuously since I began to play
baseball on a Little League team.

My first contact with sports was baseball because
it is one of the most popular sports in Japan.  There-
fore, I really wanted to play it.  I had been paying
baseball for more than ten years.  I stopped playing it,
but I still love baseball.  Since then, I have experienced
many sports that use a ball, as well as snowboarding, surfing,
boxing… whatever I want.  However, these sports are expensive
to prepare their equipment—especially in my country of Japan

where everything is expensive.  Therefore, Japanese young
people may not play these sports frequently,

even though we want to play.  I used to
complain about it.

I came to the US last May, so I
have been here for eleven months.  I realized
that America is a ‘sports paradise’ when a

few months passed and I played basketball
with Yuichi, a Japanese guy.  The ball is much
cheaper than in Japan, and there are many
basketball courts we can play on for free!  It is not
only basketball, but also many kinds of sports we
can play freely or much cheaper than in Japan.

The biggest astonishment was golf
because it is for older people who get

high salaries in Japan.  One day,
Yuichi invited me to go golfing and I

saw some young people and kids there.  I was surprised and
realized why this was.  The rounding fee was $30; therefore
young people may play golf.  By the way, it costs $200 or more
per day in Japan.

Americas has two good conditions to play sports.  So I have
played many kinds of sports here, and I will keep playing many
kinds of sports from now on.  America is a sports paradise.

By Yohei Hayakawa (Lev. 7)

Five Months in the U.S.
It’ s been five months already of being here in United States, and I

will like to say that I am having a good time here and have been visiting
many places like San Francisco, San Diego, Hollywood, Mendocino,
Los Angeles, and so on.  Actually, this week I will go to Bakersfield to
visit my older sister and my nephews and spend the Easter time with
them.  On the other hand, at the end of this month, my mother is
coming back from Honduras.  I am so excited about it and she is also.

However, I would like to mention that this session is giving me an
opportunity to improve my English.  Last session I was in Level 3 and
in this session, I was to be in Level 4.  For some reason I was feeling
so confident in myself that I decide to come the first day of this
session and I took the test.  The surprise was that I will be in Level 5
instead of Level 4, and that is giving me more energy to study and to
try to do the things better and better to learn more.  Also, I would like
to mention that I got my Driver License already and after about two
times to pass the driving test, I made it.

I have to thank God, my brother-in-law John Kelly, and my sister
Sandra Kelly because they have been so helpful to me.  However, this
will be my first Easter time that I will be over here, and I am so excited
about it because I heard that in United States the celebration is
different than our country.  They have a tradition to hides eggs and let
the children find them, and that sounds interesting.  I wish you guys
have a great Easter time.

By Norma Cruz (Lev. 5)

Adventure in Davis
I would like to write an essay about what I did last weekend.

I spent my weekend doing three things.  The first thing was to try
and find a real American restaurant that I can find out what kind
of desserts that I can eat.  The second thing is that after a two-day
search, I found a nice restaurant, and I gave the waitress a real hard
time getting all the information about desserts.  The third thing
was enjoying my dessert.

The pastry of the restaurant that I went to last Sunday
served seven different desserts.  Those are:  a) Terromuse  b)
cheese cake  c) chocolate cheesecake  d)  rice pudding  e) chocolate
cake  f) lemon cake.  First of all, I would like to order a chocolate
cake, but the waitress recommended to me the Terromuse, so I
tried that.  It is originally form Italy and really good.

By Beyhan Eskalen (Lev. 7)

Pronunciation Tournament Prize Winners

ELI students competed in a Pronun-
ciation Tournament on March 5 in the
Computer Lab.  They matched common
English sounds against a computer
pronunciation program’s ‘perfect’
pronunciation.  Students competed against
each other to produce the closest match to
a waveform produced by the computer.  A
close match enabled that individual to
advance in the tournament.  Final results
in the mini-tournament were:  1st Place--
Hyon Joon, 2nd Place-- Anton, 3rd Place-
- Ah Young, 4th Place-- Seung Su, 5th
Place--Joo Ho, and 6th Place-- Fernando.
All of these students (pictured at right)
won prizes for their efforts.
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Here with My Family
When I was twenty-four years old, I was a very ambitious nurse,

so I had never thought of getting married before I met my husband.
We met on a blind date, and I fell in love with him at first glance.
However, he was supposed to go to Smolensk in Russia for work the
next month.  I was very sad because he was the first man who I
wanted to be with and I could have the courage to fall in love with.  So
I decided to wait for him, but it was very hard for me because every
day seemed to me a year.  He came back to Korea after a cruel sixteen
months later, so we finally got married.  I was a timid and unstable
person, so I could not wait for him without his patience and love.

After a one-year honeymoon,
we had a beautiful daughter named
“Hee Jung”.  She was very smart but

sensitive and irritable—like any other
child in her family.  We had to give
her piggyback rides alternatively for
two hours until she fell asleep.  Even

though my husband worked late every day,
he always tried to help me.

When our daughter became a little lady, we had a lovely boy—
“Sun-Ho”, who was quite different from his sister.  He looked very
peaceful and more easy-going.  Despite the fact that my children
had these different traits, we could raise them easier than
if we were bringing up only one child.

We always wanted to be with each other, but I
was a nurse and my husband was a civil engineer, so
we couldn’t be together at the same time, even on
weekends.  Therefore, we made a big decision—to
move to the USA.  In the USA, I can choose my own
shift as a nurse, and my husband can find his
potential also.  That is the reason why I am here in
the US.

By Song Sook Cho (Lev. 6)

My Niece—Hana Jang
I came to have my first niece while in Sacramento.  My first

niece was born 2 months ago.  It’s fortunate
for me to see my niece from babyhood.  I

can because my cousin lives in Sacra-
mento.  If I didn’t study in America, I
wouldn’t see my new niece.

My niece is girl and her name
is Hana Jang.   My cousin tried to find

a special name that is used in both Korea
and America.  Although the pronunciation is

different, Hana has a special meaning in not only
America but also Korea.  In Korea, Hana means ‘one’.  At first I didn’t
like the name, because Hana is so common name to girls.  But now, I
understand the difficulty to find a name used in two countries.

Now, her age is only two months.  Sometimes I take care of Hana.
At first, it was very hard even to hold her because she
didn’t have any power to sustain her body and
her head leaned back.  Moreover,
because it’s my first time to hold new
born baby, I felt afraid that I would
get the baby wounded.  But now, she
is growing very fast.  Her weight and
thickness of thigh have doubled the
ones of a month ago.  My cousin
called her ‘a baby wrestler’.

If I leave America, it will be hard to see my niece, Hana.  More-
over, if we meet later, maybe we will have trouble to communicate
with each other.  It’s so unhappy of a supposition.  Anyway, I think
it’ s really fortunate to see her during my stay in America, and I hope
that I often see her.

by AhYoung Kim (Lev.  7)

Modoc Hall Nearly Completed-- Lunch Room and Java City to Open in May (?)

Unfinished interior of lunch room in Modoc Hall Photo shows location of lunch room at corner of Modoc nearest Napa Hall (in back-
ground).

Modoc Hall, the CSUS building adjacent Napa Hall, is nearing completion and already beginning to fill its
offices with personnel who work for organizations connected with the university.  It has been reported that a
lunch room and Java City Coffee Shop, both available to Napa Hall students and workers, will be opening
some time in May.  The availability of a place to enjoy lunch or buy some fresh coffee will be a welcome
addition for students and staff who currently must find other places to sit down and relax during the lunch
hour.  Some benches are also currently being installed in the plaza of Modoc Hall.

The status of the lunch room and coffee shop will be more completely updated in the May issue of our
newletter.
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D N A H E A T N L A K U R A H R
I L J O O H O O W N I M L E K E

A K A L S E U N G S U N E O F T
N E L H Y O N J O O N K O K L S
A I K O O W E A J K Y S L O K E

W E Y U N G O T O U G S U I M L
A H B E N H R H N N A I A C E H

I O R A N E N G O M S H A H E Y
N Y G U B T O S R G E C L I S O
A U G O R C T O Y N L I E R O U

F P R A O A N I T U K N C O O N
E E V N A N A K O J F I R E W G

T I N A T T A Y A E A H A L N Y
S I R O D N A N R E F S M I U U

E E N E Y O O R A H Y O U N G N

1 AHYOUNG

2 ANTON

3 CONNIE

4 DIANA

5 DORIS

6 ESTEFANIA

7 FERNANDO

8 GANG

9 GUNHO

10 GUNWOO

11 HARUKA

12 HEEJUNG

13 HEEKYUNG

14 HYONJOON

15 HYOUNGYUN

16 HYOYEON

17 ICHIRO

18 JAEWOOK

19 JOOHO

20 LESTER

21 LOUIS

22 MARCELA

23 MEESOO

24 MINWOO

25 NANAKO

26 NATTAYA

27 NOBUO

28 NORMA

29 ROBERT

30 SEUNGSU

31 SHINICHI

32 SONGSOOK

33 TAEHAN

34 TINA

35 TRAVIS

36 WILL

37 YENEE

38 YOHEI

39 YOORA

40 YUPEI

A man went to the optician to have his eyes
tested.  The optician sat him down and showed
him a test chart.
“Can you read that?” asked the optician.
“No,” said the man.
The optician moved it closer.  “Now can you read
it?”  “No” said the man.
The optician moved the chart even closer.
“Surely you can read it now?”
“No,” said the man.  “I can’t read”.

An 85-year-old widow went on a blind date with a 90-year-old
man.  When she returned to her daughter’s house later that night,
she seemed upset.
“What happened mother?”  the daughter asked.
“I had to slap his face three times!”
“You mean he got fresh?”
“No,” she answered.  “I thought he was dead!”

Old maid:  I hate to think of my youth.
Friend:  What happened?
Old maid:  Nothing.

A teenage girl was taking singing lessons and was practicing
at home.
Her younger brother said, “Sister, I wish you’d only sing
Christmas carols.”
“Why?” she asked.
“Then you’d only have to sing once a year.”

A man stood up in a crowded restaurant and shouted.
“Anybody lost a roll five dollar bills with a rubber band around them?”
There was a rush of people claiming to be the loser.  The first to arrive was
a bum.
“Here you are,” said the man, “I’ve found your rubber band.”

A lady stayed for all three shows and didn’t
leave until the lights were on.  The leading
actor sent for her.
“Madam,” he gushed, “you stayed for all
three shows.”
“Did you really like me so much in the
play?”
“No,” she answered, “I couldn’t find my
shoe.”

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE

Lee’s Laughers

Jokes found
by Gun Woo Lee
(Lev. 7)

    by Koichiro Ichikawa L.6

Listed below are the names of 40 ELI students enrolled for
Spring Session #2.  Find all of these names in the puzzle at
the right.  Names can be found written forward, backward, up,
down, and diagonally.   (The first three persons to show a
correctly-finished puzzle win prizes- see Joe with completed
puzzle)

First 3 to complete
win a prize!  Show
completed puzzle to
Joe in Computer
Lab.


