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college of continuing education

CCE is a trusted resource for leaders who are tackling  
our nation’s biggest challenges. – President Alexander Gonzalez

An education through CCE can open 
so many doors! – Tracy Hostetter

There is no better feeling than being able to help someone accomplish 
their long-time goal of receiving a degree. – Anna Keck

The instructors are top notch. – Sergio S.

After participating in this program, I see myself 
differently now, as a leader. – Pam Whipple

This degree program contributed  
to my success. – Martha Goodson

The best part of CCE is the sense  
of community. – Meagan Kesner 
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am pleased to join you in celebrating the 
College of Continuing Education’s 60 years of 

service to our community and state.

Sacramento State’s location in the nation’s most dynamic 
state capital gives our students a tremendous advantage, 
and at the same time, our University has emerged as one 
of the most influential institutions in the West. 

You can see evidence of this virtually everywhere you look. Our alumni serve in the highest 
levels of business and state government. Our faculty and instructors are leaders in their fields. 
Employers seek out our students and graduates because of the practical, hands-on education 
we provide.

The College of Continuing Education is a vital component of this success. 

The college offers the in-depth knowledge and expertise that can enhance workforce 
development in the most demanding industries and agencies. CCE is also a trusted resource 
for leaders who are tackling our nation’s biggest challenges, including problems as diverse as 
disaster preparedness, violence prevention and resource management.

But no matter how big the issue is, CCE has never lost sight of the positive impact that 
education has on the lives of individual students – and much of the credit for that goes to  
Alice Tom, who recently retired as dean after 18 years of service at Sacramento State. 

This 60th anniversary celebration would not be complete without a round of applause for 
Dean Tom. She has worked tirelessly to extend Sacramento State’s reach. I will miss her strong 
leadership and keen knowledge of the regional, state and international communities.

Because of her efforts, and with the appointment of new Dean Guido Krickx, I am confident 
that the College of Continuing Education is poised for another 60 years of success in California.

Thank you for your dedication to higher education, and I hope to see you soon on campus.

Alexander Gonzalez, President
Sacramento State

President’s Message

For Dr. Guido Krickx, being 
named CCE’s new dean is a 
natural progression for his career 
in higher education. 

“I’ve been preparing for this role my whole 
life,” shares Krickx, who previously served  
as associate dean and director of 
Graduate Business Programs at St. Mary’s 
College, and in various roles overseeing 
international programs at California State 
University, East Bay.

Professional advancement aside, Krickx’s 
position holds deep personal significance, 
as well. The Belgian native was the first 
in his family to go to college, embarking 
on what would become an incredibly 
ambitious academic journey. 

After earning his undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in Belgium, Krickx 
moved to the United States at age 23  
with “just two suitcases” to pursue MBA 
and Ph.D. degrees at UCLA.

CCE’s solid institutional foundation and 
wide portfolio of programs provides the 
perfect setting for Krickx’s passion and 
experience. 

Describing himself as “an internationalist 
at heart,” the new dean plans to use his 
extensive experience in global education  
to expand CCE’s international programs. 

“We’re strong in Asia and the Middle East, 
but we also need to recruit from other 
regions of the world such as Europe and 
South America,” he explains. “We want to 
make sure we have a broad, diverse base 
of students coming to our campus.”  

Along with increasing international 
enrollment, Krickx plans to strengthen 
CCE’s role as a conduit to the main 
Sacramento State campus and beyond. 

“Strong English language skills and 
American cultural immersion enable our 
foreign students to be more successful in 
their long-term education,” says Krickx.

One of his first priorities at CCE was 
to sit down with each of the deans of 
Sacramento State’s seven other academic 
colleges.  “It’s imperative that all the 
colleges on campus work together. A lot 
of what is new in terms of educational 
collaboration relies on the interface 
between traditional disciplines and skills 
and perspectives from more than one 
academic area.”

Krickx views higher education from the 
vantage point of being not only a faculty 
member and administrator, but a parent, 
as well. “My son is at San Francisco State 
and plans to graduate in four years. 
That’s tough to do these days,” he notes, 
referencing the prevalence of impacted 
programs and wait-listed classes. 

“I think it’s a critical time for the Cal State 
system,” he offers candidly. “The lack of 
adequate public funding for education 
is actually putting our future at risk. 
When you look at studies about regional 
development and the factors that create 

wealth in a region, high quality, affordable 
education is invariably at the core.”

Krickx emphasizes that’s why CCE, as 
a self-sustaining organization, plays 
such a valued role in the Sacramento 
community.  “By offering nontraditional 
program formats and locations, we are 
able to bring innovative instruction at a 
reasonable price to people who would 
otherwise not have access to education.”

Guido
KRICKX

International Expansion and Intercollegiate Collaboration

New Dean Forges Full SteamA H E A D
BY LYNN MACHON
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of ACCESS we celebrate 60 years of success by taking a look back on the rich heritage of the College  

of Continuing Education (CCE). Although times have changed since our founding in 1951, we remain 

committed to serving the community through higher education. 

We are so proud of how CCE has grown over the years. Join us as we honor those responsible:   

amazing staff and faculty, campus and industry partners, students and alumni.

We thank them all for making CCE the organization it is today…and continues to become.
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1951-1960

1961-1970

1971-1980

1981-1990

1991-2000

2001-present

1951 
Stephen Walker  1

becomes the first dean of 
Educational Services at 
Sacramento State College 
in fall of 1951. ES includes 
Summer Session and teacher 
credentialing.

n	 Approximately 100 
courses are offered per 
year at a shared space 
with Sacramento Junior 
College (now known as 
Sacramento City College).

“Continuing education is cutting-edge for the University. It is an arena where 
new programs can be developed and the closest relationships can be formed 
between the University and the people of the community.”   

DONALD R. GERTH, former President of Sacramento State

CCE at Sixty!
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n	 Department office is located 
in the Administration 
Building, now known as 
Sacramento Hall.

n	 Off-campus classroom 
procedures initiated, 
including instructions to 
turn off lights and lock 
doors and windows after 
evening and weekend 
classes. Instructors are given 
keys to their classrooms. 

n	 Summer Session classes 
available in Sacramento, 
Marysville and Lake Tahoe.

n	 Much of Sac State’s future 
campus is pear orchards 
and hop fields when 
construction begins.  

1952 
The “Extension Division” of 
Educational Services is created, 
offering non-credit courses, 
conferences and workshops.

1953 
Sacramento State College 
moves to its new campus 
on Feb. 9, with a parade 
through town called “GO EAST 
WITH WEST,” in reference to 
President Guy West.

1954 
60% of male students are 
using the GI Bill.

Harold Roberts becomes 
the second dean of 
Educational Services.

1960 
“The Master Plan” unites the 
University of California, the 
California State University,  
and the California Community 
Colleges system while 
differentiating the missions 
of each. 

1961 
Educational travel becomes 
integral part of instructional 
programs. 

1966 
Guy West Bridge dedicated. 

1967 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  3

speaks at Sac State on Oct. 16. 

1968 
Jimi Hendrix performs  
on campus on Feb. 8.

Hubert McCormick  2  
becomes the third dean of 
Educational Services. 

1969 
First moon landing, July.  8    

1972 
Educational Services is 
renamed Continuing 
Education. 

1973 
Raymond Endres  4

becomes dean. 

1976 
Spanish language travel 
study programs begin, 
initiated with federal grant 
funding from the National 
Defense Education Act 
(NDEA). Still running today 
as the Master of Arts in 
Spanish Summer program. 

Chemical Dependency 
program launches; phased 
out 18 years later in 1994.

1979 
Art and Architecture in Italy 
program begins. 

1981 
Robert Arellanas  5

becomes dean.

1982 
Continuing Education is 
renamed the Office of 
Extended Learning 
Programs (ELP). 

1987 
RCE moves from the 
Administration Building  
to 650 University Avenue. 

1989 
Internet goes live. 

President Donald Gerth  
6   re-designates the Office of 

Extended Learning Programs 
(ELP) as the Office of 
Regional and Continuing 
Education (RCE).

1991 
The World Wide Web is born. 

Campus buildings go  
smoke-free. 

Japanese Language & Culture 
courses taught to Intel 
executives in Folsom.

1993 
Alice Tom  7   is appointed 
Associate Dean. 

1994 
First distance-learning classes 
offered via Instructional 
Television Fixed Service (ITFS). 

Bachelor of Vocational 
Education (BVE) launches. 

RCE moves to Adams Building 
at 7750 College Town Drive in 
November. RCE  includes two 
classrooms/computer labs. 
There are 40 staff members 
and 8 student assistants. 

1996 
Teacher Training Initiative 
Program sponsored by 
the Binational Fulbright 
Commission, bringing 26 
Egyptian ESL teachers to RCE, 
with $218,962 in funding.

Oxford Berkeley Program- 
intensive seminars offered 
through partnership with 
UCB Extension.

1997 
First online class offered.  

Alice Tom  7   appointed 
Dean of RCE on December 17.

2000 
Conference & Training 
Services joins RCE.

2001 
English Language 
Institute launches with  
15 students.

Campus closes for 9/11.

Napa Hall ground-breaking 
9   ceremony  November 7.

2002 
RCE is renamed the College 
of Continuing Education 
(CCE) by President Donald 
Gerth on February 15. 

CCE moves into Napa 
Hall 10   on December 
14. There are 67 full-time 
staff, 25 part-time staff 
and 9 student assistants. 8 
classrooms, 3 computer labs 
and 4 conference rooms 
within 34,000 sf. 

2004 
Capital Public Radio 
opens new headquarters as 
neighbor to CCE. 

When the State Training 
Center closes its doors, 
CCE presents a training & 
development showcase 
entitled “A Partnership 
between Sacramento State 
and California’s Workforce.”

2006 
Online Caltrans Project 
Management Certificate 
Program recognized by 
PMI (Project Management 
Institute) as Product of the 
Year and Provider of the Year. 

The Portfolio launches. 

2010  
Del Norte Hall opens to ELI 
in August.

2011  
4,970 students enroll in 
Summer Session 2011 
through CCE in 185  
self-support courses.

Guido Krickx appointed 
Dean of CCE on November 1.
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Credits  
Historical content and photos: Special Collections and University Archives  
Photo #3: Martin Luther King, Jr. – U.S. News & World Report / Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain 
Photo #8: Apollo 11 Astronaut Buzz Aldrin on the Moon – NASA 



13celebrating           years12     ACCESS MAGAZINE > Special Anniversary Edition

English Language Institute (ELI) 
Now in its 11th year, ELI was developed by Bill Sharar.  ELI began with 
a simple goal: to offer international students an intensive English 
language curriculum that helps them in both professional and social 
settings. When ELI began in 2000 it had just six enrollees. Today,  
it comprises approximately 240 students, 22 instructors and an 
administrative team of six. 

According to Margaret Hwang, ELI program manager, the success of the program  
has a lot to do with its quality curriculum and capital city location. “Sacramento offers 
ELI students unique advantages, such as proximity to the Capitol,” she says. “We also 
have more of a buckle-down approach compared to other schools, along with quality 
curriculum and dedicated staff.” 

Last year, ELI was given dedicated space on campus in Del Norte Hall, an important 
milestone for the program and the university. “We are creating a bridge between  
our international students and U.S. students. The broader campus benefits from ELI,” 
says Paulo Pinto, ELI senior program manager. “Our international students get a  
great educational experience, while our domestic students get to meet the  
global community.”

During Dean Tom’s tenure, CCE developed three signature programs: ELI, CTS and LGE. Of course, all 

CCE programs are excellent. But these three stand out as truly extraordinary, based on their impact on 

students’ lives and ability to make a difference in the community.  

In October 1998, Yoshitake 
Matsumoto traveled to  
CCE from Japan to improve 
his English language skills. 
His program only lasted until 
December of that year, but  

he says “although it was just two months, it was two 
months that changed my life.”

After returning to Kyoto, Yoshitake was hired at the 
apparel company Degner Co., Ltd. and will be 
promoted to Chief of Administration there this spring. 
But his grand plans don’t stop there — in the next 
five years, he plans to run his own tourism business. 

“Kyoto has the most number of tourists in Japan every 
year and English is essential for communicating 
with them. Hence, ELI is the essential and inevitable 
turning point of my life.” 

Leadership for the Government Executive (LGE)
LGE was sponsored in 2006 by Clark Kelso, David Gilb and William Bush. The trio 
of government executives was looking for a way to break down silos and connect 
government leaders. After significant success at the executive level, additional programs 
were added in 2007 to include management and supervisory-level state employees  
as well. All three programs are now known under the umbrella term “The Portfolio.”

LGE is endorsed by the Department of Personnel Administration, which approves 
program content and delivery and helps CCE measure the program’s results. “LGE 
provides comprehensive academic training for our future state government leaders,” 
says Howard Schwartz, chief deputy director of DPA. “Estimates project 60 to 70 percent 
of current government staff will leave public service over the next several years,  
so investment in the next generation is critical.”  

Liz Houser, deputy director of administration for the California Board of Equalization,  
has sent numerous employees through the program. “There are some natural leaders  
out there, but there are many more who need guidance in how to become a leader,”  
says Houser. “LGE provides a framework for future state leaders so they’ll be ready  
when the time comes.”

“I wanted to focus on my leadership style and networking with other government 
executives,” says Ryan Dulin, chief of California’s 911 Emergency Communications Office. 
Dulin, who recently completed LGE, recommends it highly:  “LGE taught me tools and 
methodologies I was able to bring back to my organization and implement immediately.”

“Leadership for 
the Government 
Executive is a very 
valuable program, 

and an investment in the future of state 
leadership,” says Karen Johnson, a member 
of LGE’s first graduating class of 2007. Karen 
received training in key leadership skills that 
support her success as the chief deputy director 
at the Department of Health Care Services.

“LGE graduates learn to be more  effective leaders 
who can navigate these tough economic realities, 
motivate others, promote a culture in which 
people value themselves, and provide strategic 
direction and better communication,” she says.  

Nearing completion of the CTS program, 
Tracy Hostetter was stopped in her tracks 
by a diagnosis of lung cancer — a surprise 
to the nonsmoker.  “I ended up with an 
Incomplete in my final class, which took me a 
year to complete,” she says.

Tracy persisted in the program while 
undergoing treatment, and was thoroughly 
rewarded for her efforts. She graduated with 
top honors, magna cum laude in 2011.  Just 
a few months later the Solano Office of 
Education named Tracy “Educator of the Year.” 

“I’m hoping that my story will help students 
realize it’s worth all the effort to get an 
education through CCE. It can open so  
many doors!”

Signature BY JUSTINE BROWN

Programs

Bachelor of Science in Career Technical Studies (CTS)
CTS is a four-year degree designed to springboard graduates into a master’s degree 
or a broad array of professions. Founded in the 1980s by Richard Resurreccion and 
JoAnn Aguire at the Chancellor’s Office, the CTS program was later established at 
Sacramento State by Bill Harris and Bill Hughes in the 1990s. 

The CTS program is geared toward working adults (classes are offered on Friday 
nights and Saturdays) and requires that students have seven years’  full-time work 
experience in a technical, educational or business field. The CTS program reminds us 
that higher education is possible, even while employed full-time.

Among CTS’s remarkable instructors are Louise Stymeist and Sherri Carinci. Stymeist 
was recently appointed by Governor Brown to the California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing, a highly visible honor for the long-time instructor. Carinci won 

“Teacher of the Year” in 2003 from the College of Education, and was later recognized 
as the most influential faculty woman on campus.

“CTS has evolved as it has grown. Our newest tool is virtual courses. We have people 
from out of state and other countries who want to enroll online,” says Carinci. In fact, 
Carinci will teach the first online CTS course in May 2012.

CTS graduates have gone on to impressive endeavors. Several have obtained 
master’s degrees, one became a school principal, and one has become an advocate 
for adult literacy. “I see people in the middle of their careers transform into scholars 
and great educators,” says Carinci. “They often come into CTS a bit lost, but leave 
with new insights and excitement about what they can do with their current career 
or what career they want to take on next.”
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“There is no better feeling than being able to help someone 
accomplish their long-time goal of receiving a degree.”

“From an early age my dad ingrained in us the 

importance of education and how much  

that can translate into opportunity.”

“The best part of working for CCE is the sense of 
community we have here and the atmosphere.”

Alumni Family Tree 
Rachel Garcia and Anna Keck, sisters and long-time employees at 
CCE, have a family tree that is blooming with Sacramento State 
alumni.  Their father, four uncles, two aunts, one cousin and Anna’s 
husband are all Sacramento State Alumni. And their grandparents 
were among the first graduates in the 1950s. 

“There is definitely that pride factor,” says Rachel, who has been 
working at CCE for five years. Rachel received her undergraduate 
degree in sociology from Sacramento State and is now pursuing 
her master’s degree in counselor education with a concentration 
in school counseling.  “I’ve been on and around campus for the 
last nine years.  I love it. It’s local, near family, and it’s a gorgeous 
campus.”

Anna, the younger of the two sisters, began working at CCE at the 
end of 2007. “We have a lot of positive family history at Sac State.  
My husband was finishing up his bachelor’s degree here at the 
time,” she says. Anna completed her master’s degree in sociology 
at Sac State in fall 2011.  

Both Rachel and Anna are CCE program coordinators. “There is no 
better feeling than being able to help someone accomplish their 
long-time goal of receiving a degree,” says Anna, who administers 
degree completion programs. Rachel, who works with non-credit 
certificate programs, agrees. “The best part is seeing people 
receive their certificates and feel a connection to the university 
and the campus community. These graduates become as much a 
part of our CCE and Sac State family as those on main campus.”

Seven Degrees for Five Siblings 

CCE’s lead graphic designer and Art Director of this publication, 
Mike Alie, has been on campus as both a student and employee 
for over 20 years. When Mike’s youngest brother, Jawad, 
graduated in 2004, the Alie family (four brothers and one sister) 
had earned seven degrees from Sacramento State.

“From an early age my dad ingrained in us the importance of 
education and how much that can translate into opportunity,” 
says Mike, who has a bachelor’s in psychology and a master’s in 
graphic design and art. “Sac State is a gorgeous school and the 
faculty here are incredible. Some of my most inspired learning 
happened while I was a student here.”  

Mike has enjoyed watching CCE grow as an organization over 
the years. “I’ve been with CCE for so long because our programs 
are diverse and always adapting to changing professional 
demands, which keeps my work varied and challenging.”

Before coming to CCE, Mike worked in the private sector for 
almost a decade and won numerous awards, including an 
Emmy nomination for motion design. “I have always been drawn 
to academia,” he says. “So much of higher education involves 
communication and conceptual teaching and learning – what 
better place to be a graphic designer, striving for effective 
written, visual, and conceptual communication?”

Grandma Knows Best 
Meagan Kesner is a relatively new employee in the International 
programs unit. Yet her family legacy at CCE began three decades 
ago with her grandmother, Mary Bellefleur. 

Mary worked at CCE from 1972 until 2002, and was one of the 
longest-working employees in CCE history. She also received 
her master’s degree in education from Sacramento State in 
1997. During her tenure, she held various positions within CCE 
including director, program specialist and extended education 
specialist. “I enjoyed working with adult learners, and was very 
fortunate to have had such an exciting career. We had to keep 
up with the times and were always looking forward,” says Mary. 

Meagan loves hearing her grandmother’s stories of how CCE  
and Sac State transformed over the years. “I was surprised to 
learn CCE’s offerings were originally directed towards education 
for women,” says Meagan, referring to the college’s initial teacher 
credential offerings. “I’m always finding out something new  
here.  It really is a great place to be.”

Both Meagan and Mary agree that the people at CCE make it 
such a successful college. “The best part of working for CCE is 
the sense of community we have here and the atmosphere,” 
says Meagan. “We always have support from all the units and 
everyone really relies on each other.”  

BY KELLIE EDSON

These CCE staff members 

have extraordinary ties to 

Sacramento State, as they 

embody a legacy of lifelong 

learning. Not only do they 

work for CCE, but their 

families are also composed 

of Sac State alumni. They are 

shining examples of Hornet 

pride, carrying CCE’s heritage 

into the next generation.

Ties
Family

Rachel Garcia and Anna Keck with their father, David Keck, and grandparents Norm 
and Loretta Linebaugh. 

The Alie family celebrates Mike’s master’s degree commencement in 1997.  
From left: Fares, Neal, Muhsin (“Mike”), Jawad, Adnan, Fay and Manal.

Mary Bellefleur with granddaughter Meagan Kesner. 
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